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HOW DO YOU KNOW

CULPEPER [F APIECE OF WOOD HAS

Materials that matter. People that care.

BEEN PROPERLY TREATED?

Congratulations on your purchase of a quality treated wood
product from CULPEPER. We produced this product under
the strict guidelines of the American Wood Preservers
Association, (AWPA) or the International Code Council (ICC).
Quality Control, (QC), standards and procedures for our
products begin at our treating facility and are part of daily
standard operating procedures. These procedures are
monitored by a third party inspection agency, Timber

Products Inspection, through random monthly plant
inspections and product testing.

The “TP” logo on our end tags
further ensures that this product
has been properly treated.

Futhermore, the third party agency is overseen by the
American Lumber Standards Committee which has the
backing of the US Department of Commerce.

Sapwood vs. Heartwood

Wood consists of both sapwood and heartwood. Typically,
the heartwood can be easily seen when looking at the end of
a sawn log, where it is distinguishable by its darker coloring.
The sapwood is the treatable portion of the wood that is
susceptible to rot, fungal decay, and termite attack. The
standards require that 85% of the sapwood for SYP be treated
with wood preservative.
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Quality Control Testing

In some cases when you examine the end cut of a piece of
treated wood, you may see a complete penetration of the
preservative which is seen as a definite change in color across
its cross section. This piece would be considered to be 100%
sapwood. On the other hand, you may have a piece of treated
wood made of a combination of sapwood and heartwood, as
shown in the photos.

An indicator reagent can be used to determine the heartwood
content of this piece of wood. It can also be used to indicate
the presence of the preservative. These indicators are used to
monitor every charge of treated wood that we produce and are
only one part of our intensive, in-house QC program. Note:
Indicators show a red color change which identifies the presence
of heartwood, while properly treated sapwood turns dark blue.
As you can see from picture B, the red heartwood color
change extends completely into the treated, dark blue, sapwood
areas. This piece of wood has been treated properly and would
pass all inspections for penetration for Southern

Yellow Pine.

We hope that this information provides you with confidence
that the treated product made available to you by CULPEPER
is of the highest quality and meets the stringent standards of
the AWPA and ICC.

It is recommended that all cuts and bore holes are
coated during construction in accordance with
American Wood Preservers’ Association Standard
M4 using copper naphthenate preservative solution

containing a minimum of 1% metallic copper.
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